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The  purpose  of  this  guide  is  to  familiarize  food  and  cosmetic 
manufacturers,  packers,  repackers,  and  processors  in  Montana  with  the 
various  labeling  requirements  of  the  state  of  Montana  Food,  Drug,  and 
Cosmetic  Act.   (Same  as  the  Federal  Fair  Packaging  and  Labeling  Act.) 

When  a  new  label  is  being  proposed,  or  a  label  presently  in  use  is 
being  modified,  the  manufacturer,  packer,  repacker,  or  processor  of 
such  a  product  may  find  these  basic  guidelines  helpful  in  determining 
label  specification  and  requirement. 

We  would  suggest  that  this  guide  be  used  to  review  all  of  your 
present  labels.  In  order  to  save  you  time,  trouble,  and  expense,  copies 
of  proposed  labels  should  be  sent  to  this  office  prior  to  printing.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  contact  this  bureau. 
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1.     Does  the  main  display  panel  bear  the  statement  of  identity  and 
the  declaration  of  net  quantity  of  contents? 

Two  items  which  must  be  present  on  the  main  display  panel 
are  the  statement  of  identity  (accurate  product  name)  and  the 
declaration  of  net  quantity  of  contents  (product  weight  or  con- 
tent) . 


2.     If  the  product  has  another  display  panel   (alternate  panel) ,  does 
this  panel  bear  both  a  statement  of  identity  and  declaration  of 
quantity  of  contents  statement? 

If  another  panel  (then  called  an  alternate  display  panel) 
on  a  container  is  used  for  display,  it  must  include  a  state- 
ment of  identity  and  a  quantity  of  contents  statement  as 
found  on  the  main  display  panel  of  the  product. 
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The  alternate  panel  of  a  product  may  also  be  called  the  main 
panel- -depending  on  how  the  product  is  intended  to  be  displayed. 
(See  example  above.) 
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3.     Is  the  statement  of  net  quantity  of  contents   (weight  statement) 

in  the  lower  SO  percent  of  the  main  display  panel  and  alternate  display 

panels? 

The  quantity  of  contents  statement  on  a  panel  (main  or  alternate) 
must  be  located  in  the  bottom  30  percent  of  that  panel  (some 
exceptions).  The  same  is  also  true  of  spot  labels  located  on  a 
display  panel. 
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4.     Is  all  printing  in  the  quantity  of  contents  statement  done  in  capital 

letters  and  in  numerals  of  at  least  the  following  heights? 

1/16"  if  the  area  of  the  main  display  panel  is  5  sq.  inches  or  less 
1/8"  if  the  area  of  the  main  display  panel  is  5  -  25  -sq.  inches 
3/16"  if  the  area  of  the  main  display  panel  is  25  -  100  sq- . inches 
1/4"  i'f  the  area  of  the  main  display  panel  is  100  -  400  sq.  inches 
1/2"  If  the  area  of  the  main  display  panel  is  400  or  more  sq.  inches 

The  area  of  the  principal  display  panel  is,  for  a  box,  carton,  etc., 

the  product  of  the  height  times  the  width  of  the  largest  display 

surface.   (See  example  "e") 
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6"  =  circum. 

40%  of  circum.  =  2.4" 

2.4"  X  10"  =  24  sq.  " 


10"  =  circum. 

40%  of  circum.  =  4" 

10"  X  4"  =  40  sq.  " 
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Height  X  width  =  sq.  " 
4"'X  5"  =  20  sq.  inches 
Print  size  for  main 
panel  should  be  at 
least  1/8"  in  height 


The  area  of  the  main  display  panel  of  a  round  container,  jar,  can, 
etc.,  is  40  percent  of  the  circumference  of  the  container  times 
the  height  of  the  container.   (See  examples  "a"  and  "b")  In 
determining  height  of  round  containers,  do  not  include  tops,  bottoms, 
shoulders,  necks,  etc.   (See  examples  "c"  and  "d") 
Is  the  weight  statement  expressed  in  dual  fashion  when  necessary? 
If  a  package  labeled  in  terms  of  weight  contains  one  pound  or  more, 
but  less  than  4  pounds,  the  net  quantity  of  contents  must  be 
expressed  in  total  ounces  as  well  as  pounds,  e.g. 
lh  pound  shall  be  expressed  as: 

1.  NET  WT.  24  oz.  (1  lb.  8  oz.)  or 

2.  NET  WT.  24  oz.  (1%  lb.)  or 

3.  NET  WT.  24  oz.  (1.5  lb.) 


NET  WT.  2k   oz.  (1i  lb.) 


If  a  product  weighs  less  than  one  pound,  its  weight  must  be  expressed 
only  in  ounces,   (e.g.  3/4  lb.  must  be  expressed  as  12  oz.) 
When  a  package  is  labeled  in  terms  of  fluid  measure  and  contains  one 
pint  (16  f  oz.)  or  more,  but  less  than  one  gallon  (64  fl.  oz.), 
the  weight  statement  must  be  expressed  in  total  fluid  ounces  and 
followed  in  parenthesis  by  a  whole  unit,  e.g. 
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A  declaration  of  1  3/4  quarts  liquid  shall  be  expressed  as: 

NET  CONTENTS  56  fl.  oz.  (1  qt .  \h   pt. )  or 

NET         56  fl.  oz.  (1  qt.  1  pt.  8  fl.  oz.) 

NOT 

NET  CONTENTS  56  fl.  oz .  (1  qt.  24  fl.  oz.) 

6.     Are  the  identity  and  weight  statements  in  lines  running  parallel  to 

each  other  and  to  the  base  of  the  container? 

The  identity  and  contents  statements  of  a  product  must  be  arranged 

in  an  orderly  and  conspicuous  way. 


Acceptable 


Unacceptable 


(parallel  to  a 

base) 


(not  parallel  to 
a  base) 


(statement  of  identity 
not  parallel  to  a 
base) 


7.     Is  the  weight  statement  separated  from  other  printed  label  information 
above  and  below  by  a  space  equal  at  least  to  the  height  required  for  the 
weight  statement  and  separated  from  other  printed  label  information  to  the 
left  and  right  by  a  space  equal  to  at  least  twice  the  width  of  the  letter 
"N"  found  in  the  net  weight  statement? 

Separation  of  the  weight  statement  from  other  printed  material  and 
designs  is  necessary  in  order  to  assist  the  consumer  in  finding  and 
reading  the  contents  statement  on  the  display  panel,  e.g. 


Acceptable  Unacceptable 

(Separation  of  at 
SPECIAL!  least  height  of  cor-  SPECIAL! 

rect  wt.  statement)         NEW  NET  WT.  12  oz, 
NEW   NET  WT.  12  oz. 

(Separation  equal  to  at 
least  twice  width  of 
letter  "N"  of  correct 
sized  wt.  statement) 


8.  If  a  serving  statement  is  present,  does  it  include  the  size  of  each 
serving? 

Statements  such  as  "3  full  servings'.1,  "3  servings",  "feeds  3"  are 
unacceptable.  If  the  number  of  servings  is  mentioned  on  a  display 
panel,  the  size  of  each  serving  must  be  included,   (e.g.  "makes 
3  one  cup  servings",  "3  2%  oz.  servings',',  etc.)  Recipes  are  not 
considered  to  be  serving  statements. 

9.  Is  the  name  and  address  of  the  manufacturer,  packer,  or  distributor 
stated  on  the  package? 

The  name  and  address  of  the  manufacturer,  packer,  or  distributor 
must  be  stated  on  the  label  of  a  container.  This  information  may 
however,  be  located  anywhere  on  the  container  as  long  as  it  is  of 
a  conspicuous  nature. 

10.  Are  the  ingredients  listed  in  descending  order  of  predominance  on 
the  container? 

An  ingredients  statement  is  required  on  all  products  (some  exceptions) 
and  these  ingredients  must  be  listed  in  descending  order  of  pre- 
dominance or  occurance.  The  ingredients  statement  is  not  required 
to  be  placed  on  the  main  display  panel,  but  must  be  conspicuously 
displayed  on  the  container. 
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